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“And they cried, The Sword of the Lord, 


~ ehild of God, has everlasting life, 


and of Gideon.” (Judges 7:20) 


OHN R. 


he Sword of The Lord 


“The sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God.” (Eph. 6:17) 


RICE 


Po Rese 


and of J 
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“I Do Not Make Baptism 
Absolutely Essential to 
Salvation in Any Case’ 


. . -Alexander Campbell o 


rT : . 1» | stated, not once but a number 

Modern Church of Christ of times, that baptism was not 
Denominations Has Depart- essential to salvation, that even 
ed Far From Original Teach- 


many Pedo-baptists, that is, those 
ings of Alexander Campbell. 


who sprinkle for baptism, were 
During the Rice-Oliphant De- 


truly saved, though they had 
never been baptized in the Bible 
bate, a great many people are 
interested in this question of 


sense. For instance, in the Camp- 
bell-Rice Debate, in Mr. Camp- 
whether baptism is essential to 
salvation. Tuesday and Wednes- 


bell’s second address on The De- 
sign of Baptism, Page 458, we 
find the following -passage: 

day nights of this week. Brother 

Oliphant affirms the following 

statement: 


“And yet, how often have the 
pulpits and the presses proclaim- 

“The Scriptures teach that 
baptism, to the penitent be- 


ed that we, in_all cases, make 
liever, is essential to his sal- 


baptism absolutely essential to 
salvation—that we suspend the 
vation from past er alien sins.” 
With al] my heart I deny that 


eternal destiny of mankind upon 
the presence of a certain quanti- 
ty of water, Nay, we have been 
ee ne 2 Ba eee gravely asked the question, a 
prove y dred 
New, by Gospels and Epistles, by hundred times, snoulé © | 
Jesus, Peter, Paul, and all the 
prophets that baptism is not es- 


die on his way to the water, 
would he be lost forever, because 
sential to salvation, but that the 
penitent believer is already a 


he failed in getting into it! This, 
I have always said, is a non se- 
quitur; a consequence that fol- 
lows not from any tenet or Say- 
ing of ours. Indeed, both in old 
England and in New England, 
this was once the current and 
standing abuse of the Baptists— 
of all immersionists. -But they 
have survived it. So will we. I 
HAVE SAID THAT SUCH VIEWS 
ARE NOT A FAIR COONSE- 


_ —_ 


dis not condemned, 

One of the most interesting 
features of the debate thus far is 
this: many “Church of Christ” 
members are discovering that 
they have been led away into a 
ceremonial, legalistic, formal 
kind of religion far removed 
from the original teachings of 


Alexander Campbell and others 
who led in what was called the 
great reformation or great res- 
toration movement. I here and 
now make the bold statement 
that Alexander Campbell would 
not debate that baptism was és- 


sential to salvation and expressly 


QUENCE OF ANYTHING WE 
HAVE EITHER SAID OR 
WRITTEN ON THIS SUBJECT.” 

Here Mr. Campbell says that 
to make baptism absolutely 6s- 
sential to salvation is not a fair 
consequence of anything he has 

(Continued on page 4) 


| 


**God’s Call In Adversity’ 


Dr. F. M. McConnell | 
Exposes Modernistic Trend 


of S. 


In the Baptist Standard for 
January 24, 1935, the editor, Dr. | 
F. M. McConnell, has a review of 


a training course on the Bible; 
which is published and sponsor- 
ed by the Sunday Schoo] Board 
of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. Among..these books is one 
called THE BOOK WE TEACH 
by Professor J. B. Weatherspoon, 
M. A., Th. D.,.D. D., professor in 
the Southern Baptist Seminary 
at Louisville, Kentucky, I under- 
stand. The book is modernistic 
and bad and again.and again 
gives men credit for the material 
in the Bible instead of God. Con- 
cerning that book, Dr. F. M. Mc-’ 
Connell says on page sixteen of 
the Baptist Standard mentioned: 
“THE BOOK WE TEACH, J. B. 
Weatherspoon, M. A.-., Th.D., D. D. 
(“The author has given us a, 
thoughtful book in which he sets) 
out important characteristics of 
the Bible. It is to be regretted, 
however, that the fact of divine 
inspiration is not made as clear 
and forceful as it should have 
been. Youth is tempted to doubt 
inspiration and for this reason 
all books dealing with the Bible 


'“HOW SICKNESS, ACCIDENT, 
AND TROUBLE ARE USED 
OF GOD TO CALL PEOPLE 
TO HIM’—SUNDAY NIGHT 


| SERMON OF JOHN R. RICE 

|...One thing ts pack of all the 
S. Board Book | trowble in this world and that is 
sin. God chastises His children 


— \for their sins. God punisheg lost 
over and over; but in telling) people for their sins algo. But 


how the writers got its | when accident, sickness, finan- 
we are at times, made to wonder | ¢ja) Joss. unemployment, broken 
if there is not too muck of the! homes and other trouble comes 
human element set down for the ;amember God means it for good 
divine to work real, effective in- | It is the call of God. This will 
spiration. The boo« shows a great! pe proven from the Bible in the 
deal of study and is well worth! sunday night sermon of Pastor 
reading, but we cannot*help but! Jonn R. Rice at the Fundamen- 
wish the author had emphasized | ¢9)j<+ Baptist Tabernacle, 201 
the fact of divine inspiration East Tenth Street. 


more.”’ : | Have you had sickness? Then 
I appreciate Dr. McConnell’s| why not ligten to see if it is the 


courage and sincerity, and have} voice of God. calling? Has an 
written him the following letter: | automobile accident cost time, or 
“January 24, 


why not listen to see if it is the 
| find what there is that displeases 
|'Him in your life? 


“Dr. F. M. MeConnell 


| 

1935 | money, or anxiety, or pain? Then 
; 

Editor Baptist Standard : 


te Ko | Are you facing financial ruin? 
2 , , Peccetwd you lost your job? Do ex- 
Dear Brother McConnell: penses and debt mount steadily 


“I have just read in the Bap-|and you know not which way to 
tist Standard your review of ‘the|turn? Then perhaps it is the 
Sunday School Board study) chastening of God because of 
course book, ‘The Book We your life, or because you have 
Teach’ by Dr. J. B. Weather-| made money your God, or be 
spoon. I appreciate your frank,|}cause you haye:robbed God of 
moderate condemnation . of. the! ¢ithes and offerings. Why . not 
modernistic trend of the book; draw near to God and find out 
and its tendency to give human| What He means? 
credit for the contents of the It may be that God is calling 
Bible, instead of divine inspira-| you as His child simply to get 


tion. I feel sure that criticism of 


that are in any way connected 
the book wasa very painful duty, 


with the Sunday School training 
work should be clear, positive} >ut good, honest man that you 
and convincing on this question.{ Te, you felt that you must do 
This is not the case with some|it. May God bless you for it. 
statements in this book. The in- “However, I must say I be- 
spiration of the Bible is affirmed (Continued on page 3) 


Many could not attend the Rice-Oliphant debate and 
others who did attend would be glad to have in print a brief 
summary of the Scriptures and arguments that prove bap- 
tism is not esential to salvation. They would doubtless like 
to know, also, the exact position of those who believe bap- 
tism essential to salvation. Brother Oliphant affirmed that 
“The Scriptures teach that baptism, to the penitent believer 
is essential to his salvation from past or alien sins.” 


Brother Oliphant’s doctrine is not true to the Bible, 
puts the emphasis on man instead of God, and makes sal- 
vation of works and not of grace. It denies the very funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith. 

Dr. Oliphant and his group not only teach that baptism 
is essential to salvation, but teach that even after the pen- 
itent believer is baptized, he only gets forgiveness for sins 
up to that moment, and after that his salvation depends on 
a life of good works. 

The teaching of the “Churches of Christ” is made clear 
in their Sunday School literature. In th TEACHERS’ GOS- 


Baptism Not Essential to Salvation 


is old enough and intelligent enough to be a gospel sub- 
ject. These terms of admission are, first, a whole-heart- 
ed faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Saviour 
of men, a genuine and thorough repentance from all 
known sin, a public and unequivocal confession of Jesus 
Christ in the presence of men as the Son of the living 
God, and baptism by the authority of Jesus Christ into 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Compliance with these conditions brings to each 
one who complies with them the promise by the authori- 
ty of Christ of. the remission of all past sins, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit as an abiding and indwelling Guest 
and Comforter, and the promise of a home in heaven 
throughout the limitless ages of eternity to those who 
are faithful in the practice of all the Christian duties 
devolving upon the members of the church of Christ 
until the hour of death.” 
Note that the above passage states, as did Brother Oli- 
phant in the debate, that the penitent believer at baptism 


only had forgiveness for past sins and that after that this 


PEL QUARTERLY, Church of Christ Series, published by penitent, baptized believer, only had a promise of a home in 


the Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, Tennessee, for 
October, November, December, 1930, are some plain state- 
ments, showing that they teach salvation by works and not 
of grace. On page 48 is the following passage: _ 

“The terms of admission into the kingdom of Christ 
are applicable to any member of any race on earth who 


Heaven if he was “faithful in the practice of all the Chris- 
tian duties devolving upon the members of the church of 
Christ until the hour of death’! One misstep in any Chris- 
tian duty before the hour of death would mean the loss of 
salvation, according to Brother Oliphant’s statement and the 
teaching of his Sunday School literature. 


nearer to Him, to pray more, to 
fet your light shine. Certainly 
God means good and trouble 
comes from God not always in 
wrath. It comes in love and for 
our good. He chastens us for 
our profit, the Scripture says. 

Are you a lost sinner? Then 
whatever else God means by 
trouble and disappointment that 
comes to you, we know He is 
calling you to give God your 
heart and trust Christ as your 
Saviour. 

Hear this earnest gospel sermon 


Sunday night. Bring -unsaved 
friends and Christians out of 
duty. 

Large choir, old fashioned 
singing, sweet fellowship and the 
plainest preaching you’ ever 
heard. 


BIBLE STUDY, PRAISE, AND 


; PRAYER WEDNESDAY NIGHT 


The entire membership ig 
urged to bring Bibles and be 
present next Wednesday night. 
We will study the third chapter 
of Phillipians and the Lo.rd wil 
be here to bless His Word, as 
He always is. Philippians is one 
of the sweetest books of the 
Bible, and there are great bles- 
sings for those who study it 
prayerfully. 

There will also be a period 
of praise. Pray that God will 
give you a testimony for His 
glory. Prayerful thought about 
the goodness of God will prepare 
you to praise Him intelligently. 
We will also have prayer for 
sick and unsaved loved ones, for 
those out of work and for other 
objects. Come and bring your 


‘Bibles. 


\Y 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


sei i - - 
| neenace em nm — Cera eet — 7 hema ————— | 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD | hear likewise, there has been - Notice that the above paragraph teaches that it takes A 
d of John R. Ri DEBATE CLOSES very fine spirit. While we di: | four steps to get saved, even from past sins, including 
PS Li — eee Saat ess tennabenn faith, repetance, confession and baptism. But that he is only 
Published Weekly at Dallas, FRID AY NIGHT his people ‘spout some imporiat | saves from “past s:fik”, according to Brother Oliphant and n 
Texas. Pa | the world, ana though I vigorous-| other “Church of Christ” preachers. Still the Christian S 
a hey ik nn args ly oppose his way of using Scrip-| must do something to get saved from all the sins after his pe 
sae ts lee hae ae eee te eee ane iar, tures to thach what they do not! bantism. Notice the word “must”, used eleven times in the di 
tist Church. already had the Thursday night say nor mean, yet we entert>ir h h to be saved. “Having becom 9 
Sub Ppt : $1.00 year session of the Rice-Oliphant De- ¢5- Brother Oliphant and his above paragrapn on OW : gt e a 7~ 
een ve OD vite? ._| bate and Friday night the debate people a brotherly love. Christian, to be a Christian means that he must live a life - 
Advertising rates on. request.| ~4]] come to a close. | The debate is coming to a|eonformed in thought, feeling, purpose, word, and deed to ba 
John R. Rice, 201° Hast 10th St.,|' The crowds have been wonder- clore. Great good has been done.| the will of Christ as expressed in the teaching of God’s 
Dallas, T>ve« ful. Although: two. nights it has as will appear in the coming word.” In other words for salvation, after baptism, every 
paar ara been raining, and other nights weeks and months. People have ‘wT fect in th ht. feeli 
we have had the coldest weather | attentively. They wil!| Christian must be perfect in thought, feeling, purpose, 
PASTOR GIVEN NEW SUIT : bend re | ‘That | ion by work 
’.\of the entire year, yet the tab- gtudy their Bibles more. Already} word, and deed! That is ‘salvation y works, not by the 
OVERCOAT AND SHOES) ernacle has been practically full same have expressed the grea*| blood of Christ. And that is exactly: what Brother Oliphant 
at..every service, and in some profit they have gotten in it teaches 
services many standing. Many May God bless the teachers of ; | h h 
Mrs. Rice these days calls the thousands and from several states His Word. The enormous interest The Sunday School Quarterly teaches that there are 
pastor “the es’ atten have attended. proved that wee ought not tc} five acts that a Christian MUST do regularly on the Lord’s 
The reason is t as “ Another outstanding feature avoid controversal subjects but) gay to be saved after baptism: 
day Brother Middleton and of the debate has been the onght to face them boldly and ir pa Attend services . 
Brother Orawford took the Pas-| spirit of it. I. feel for Brother the spirit of Christ and of Nev _ A 
tor down town and, with money! Qjiphant a sincere friendship Testament preachers. 2. Sing. _ 
provided by members and friends,/,nd trust he does for me.; Meantime\the debate will h« 8. Unite in public prayer 
bought the pastor @ new asult,|/;~nroughout the debate, neither) printed in a\book, stenographic- 4. Take the Lord’s Supper 
a new overcoat, and new shoes. of us have indulged in any bitter plly reported,Aend mav be bough’ 5. Make an offering: 
Mrs. Rice herself selected @ NeW | Hersonalities, and will not, I am,in advance of publication for 
red tie. oe sure in*the last night of the de-; $1.00 a copy from John R. Rice, The Quarterly says that one must do these things in 
The love and appreciation of| bate. Among the people who|201 East Tenth Street. order to be a Christian. And the passage ends by the state- | 
my people is very sweet to “9 Bie fee AGIs per oh age FS ment that to be a Christian means that one “will be faith- 
have always been thought- | | : ; _ 
2 kind. The gamees of those | ful unto death in the discharge 3 all these Christian 
who bought the new clothes were duties.” To be a Christian is purely a matter of works, 
ad they are . according to Dr. Oliphant’s theology and that of his 
all given to me, an y : - 
graven on my heart. But I de (Continued from page 1) | brethren. 
nO te em a eeeave done| CURCHES OF CHRIST” TEACH THAT TO BE SAVED) DENY SUPERNATURAL, MIRACULOUS CONVERSION: G 
many others wou .ONE MUST DO RIGHT IN EVERY “THOUGHT,,. N 


the same thing had the opportu- 


The same Quarterly, on the same page where the 


nity presented itself, because FEELING, PURPOSE, WORD AND DEED...” above paragraph finishes, has a statement about conver- 
they have id a EAT ot That is the teaching in the Sunday School Quarterly,} sion, that it is simply and “old superstition”..On page 77 of 
~ 1g gf ” published by the “Churches of Christ” and defended by; this TEACHERS’ GOSPEL QUARTERLY for October. No- 


Brother Oliphant in his teaching that baptism is essential 
to salvation. On pages 76 and 77 in this same quarterly 
mentioned above, is the following passage: 


“WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN 


vember, December, 1930, Church of Christ Series, printed 
| by the Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, ‘i'ennessee, is 
' the following statement: : 


“One of the first things to be gotten rid of is the old 


’ JT had made up my own mind 
that I would not buy a new 
suit at this time, but would put 
the money on the radio work. 
Well. now I have the suit just 


the same. And if my people enjoy 
it as mudh as I do, they certain- 
ly are happy. May God bless all 
who have a part in the care of 
the pastor and his family, and 
the carrying on of the work of 
the Lord. 


BUILDING FUND 
OFFERING NEEDED 


——_o-— 

The Lord has wonderfuily 
blessed us in keeping expenses 
on our new building paid up to 
date. However, at the present 
time there are three small bills 
that ought to be paid. We owe 
about $19.00 for mortar and 
cement, and we owe $32.50 for 
carpenter’s labor. These amounts 
are not large, but I do not want 
us to continue with the work un- 
til they are paid. I suggest that 
every member and friend prayer- 
fully consider whether God 
wants you to bring an offering 


for these obligations, Sunday.| FJRST DAY OF EVERY WEEKR. These five acts are Baptism could not be essential to the salvation of a 
January ne . Se ela First, to attend upon the teaching or preaching of God’s | ears mye as Brother Oliphant affirms, because 
Pte) sa he ry Bagg tind Basrere word either as a preacher, a teacher, or a hearer: | de Po t - pt cn ed She clear teaching that the peni- 
it for building fund, it will be| Second, that he must unite in teaching and admonishing _ a td already saved, was saved as soon as he be- 
so used. We have no regular}- himself and his fellow Christians by singing psalms, |: ~'° and without baptism. If one who believes in Christ 


budget and all the money that 
comes in is carefully expended 
just as the donor indicates. -I 
hope we can give checks Monday 
morning for each of these three 
bills. Then as soon a8 possible, 
we want to have money to finish 
the rest rooms in the basement 
under the choir. It will not take 
much, and all who wish to help 
may do so. First, these other 
bills must be paid. 


VIADUCT GARAGE AND 
RADIATOR SHOP 
Wrecker Service — 

Has Reopened Under 
New Management 
New Location 

1025 N. Marsalis . 


“To be a Christian means that one has obeyed the 
gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto sal- 
vation, to the point that he has reached the promise of 


Jesus that he is saved. The four steps included in’ this 


obedience are: First, that he must believe with all his 
heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God; second, that he must genuinely and truly repent 
of all past sins; thirdly, and he must confess with his 
mouth in the presence of men the faith that is in his 
heart; and, fourthly, and he must be buried in baptism 
by the command of Jesus Christ into the name of the 
Father and.of the Son and of the Hols Spirit. One who 
has taken these four steps is a Christian. He has the 
promise of Jesus that he is saved from all past sins, 
and that these sins will never be remembered against 
him forever. HAVING BECOME A CHRISTIAN, TO 
BE A CHRISTIAN MEANS THAT HE MUST LIVE 
A LIFE CONFORMED IN THOUGHT, FEELING. 
PURPOSE, WORD, AND DEED TO THE WILL OF 
CHRIST AS EXPRESSED IN THE TEACHING OF 
GOD’S WORD. These Scriptures are sufficient to per- 
fect him and to thoroughly furnish him unto all good 
works. These Scriptures teach him that THERE ARE 
FIVE ACTS, OF PUBLIC WORSHIP WHICH HE 
MUST PAY REGULARLY TO THE LORD ON THE 


hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in his 
heart to the Lord, singing and making melody in his 
heart to God; thirdly, he must unite in public prayer 
with his fellow Christians: fourthly, he must join with 
them in the observance of the Lord’s supper; and, 
fifthly, he must make an offering, along with other 
saints, to the Lord according as the Lord has prospered 
him and as he purposes in his own heart. Betides these 
acts of publie worship, he must give the remainder of 
the Lord’s day to the service of that Lord to whom the 
day belongs. To be a Christian means that during the 
other six days of the week he will abstain from every 
form of evil, and that as he has opportunity he will do 
good unto all men; that_whether he eats or drinks, or 
whatever he does, he will do it all to the glory of God; 
and that he will be faithful unto death in the discharge 
of all these Christian duties. This is a brief summary 
of what it means to be a Christian-” 


| 


superstition that conversion is miraculous in its na- 
ture. This is the direct opposite of the truth as taught 
in the Scriptures. Conversion is a natural process car- 
ried an according to the laws of God... .” ' 
Our friends are wrong on the plan of salvation. They 
make it a matter of works instead of salvation by the 
blood administered to the sinner who believes, by the 
abundant mercy of Christ. They teach salvation by works 
instead of salvation by grace. That means they must deny 
a supernatural regeneration or change of heart whereby 
the sinner becomes a “partaker of the divine nature”. 
Nothing miraculous in conversion! That idea of a mi- 
raculous change of heart is simply an “old superstition”! 
That is the teaching of those who make baptism essential 


to salvation. They say that “conversion is a natural pro- 


_cess’’. No wonder then that they do not like the idea of the 
| depravity of the human heart. This is the attitude of the 
| Pharisees in the time of Christ who tithed mint, anise and 
cummin and neglected the weighter matters of the law, 


_ Justice, mery and truth. 


IT 


THE BIBLE PLAINLY STATES, AGAIN AND AGAIN, 


THAT THE PENITENT BELIEVER IS 
ALREADY SAVED 


is already saved, already has everlasting life, then baptism 


18 not essential to his salvation. Let us examine some 
| Scriptures that say that one who believes is not condemned, 
that he already has everlasting life, that he has already 
passed from death to life, that he shall never come ‘into 


condemnation, that he is born of God, that he may know 


that he has eternal life, and that the believer is justified 
from all things. 


| statements. 


The Bible plainly makes everyone of these 


A BELIEVER IN CHRIST IS NOT CONDEMNED 
Jesus, in His talk with Nicodemus, plainly said that 
one who has believed or trusted in Christ was not”™con- 
demned. The Saviour’s words, in John 3:18 are: 


“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not 1s condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God:” 


(Continued next issue) 
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A SUNDAY SCHOOL WHERE 
YOU LEARN THE BIBLE 


Sunday morning our Sunday 
School will finish the book of 
Second Kings. Hundreds ‘of our 
people have gone Sunday by Sun- 
day through Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuterono- 
my, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First 
and Second Samuel,First Kings, 


- Po ” 


All Makes Typewriters 
Bought, sold, exchanzed, re 


paired and rented. 
Portable Dealer and Sunpovlies 


TYPEWRITER SERVICE 
COMPANY 
422 S. Akard Ph. 7-4464 


NURSE—Unincumbered, Practi- 

oal. Work of any kind consid- 
ered. First Class References. 
Phone 5-6044. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


and now we are finishing Secondthat we have been using only | 


Kings. There is only one way to 
learn the Bible and that is to 
study it through chapter by chap- 
ter as we are doing. Bring your, 
Bible S nday morning and learn | 
how C d_ fulfilled His solemn 
warnings to Israel and the na- 
was carried into captivity. 
“-~r mind will be informed and 
vour heart will be blessed by 
the Word of God. 
Don’t miss the sermon at 11 
A. M. by Pastor John R. Rice. 
Full resume of the debate. 


FRIENDLY CORRESPOND- 
ENCE WITH BROTHER | 
W. H. ELSBERRY 


The public might be intterest- 
ed in the following letter from 
my friend and brother, W. H. 
Elsberry. Brother Bisberry is pas- 
tor of a sma)l congregation of 
yery fine people, and we are glad 
to publish his letter and state 
his position, and wish him God's 
speed. 


“Jan. 14, 1935. 


“Dr. John R. Rice, 
Dallas, Texas 
“Dear Brother in Christ: 

“In a recent issue of your pa- 
per, you mention your Sunday 
School under the heading, “The 
Only Sunday School of It’s Kind 
in Dallas,’”’ following which you 
eall attention to the fact no lit- 
erature is used by your work. 

“Tl feel sure you would not 
care to make a statement that 
was not true and for that reason 
am ealling attention to the fact 
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RAINBOW 


Cleaning Company 


PHONE 9-8760 


117 West Jefferson Ave. 
DELIVERY SERVICE 


EB. E. PRICHARD, Proprietor 


PO MST ICL BORED AEN 8 AIDE AE DIELS BLE EA AEB SIM ib 


MEN’S SUITS 
LADIES’ DRESSES 


210 South Madistn 


15c—HAIRCUTS—15c 

Boys’ and Girls’ 14 years, 
LADIES’ AND MEN’S HAIRCUTS 20c 

SOC 


Cleaned and Pressed 


BARBER & TAILOR SHOP 
Off Jefferson, East of Sears’ 


except Saturday .... 20c 


PANTS .... 20¢ 


50c Cash and Carry 


Shine 5c 


J. R. Goldston, Prop. 


Groceries 


202 West Jefferson 


DAWSON GROCERY & MARKET 


FREE DELIVERY—on orders of $1.00 or More 


Meats 


Phone 6-4400 


the Bible in our Sunday School 
for some time past, in fact, had 
adopted this method before you 
came to Dallas, and therefore 
was using the method before 
your church was organized. More- 
over there are other, churches, I 
am informed, that use only the 
Bible and have been doing so for 
several years. Prominent among 


them is the Scofield Memorial 
Church. 

“Yours in Christ 
(Signed) “W. H. ELSBERRY.”’ 


My answer to Bro. Elsber’y is 
herewith given. 


-_— 4...” ~~ 


much in common, and that his 
church and Sunday School in 
many respects stand for the same 
doctrines and practices. 


“It is my earnest prayer thai 
your congregation and mine, anu 
all the other congregations in 
Dallas, shall each grow more like 
the New Testament pattern, and 
therefore more like each other. 
In the meantime, however, you 
will understand that when I re- 
joice over the distinctive features 


of our Sunday Sechoel or other 
items of our work, I do not 
mean any unkindness toward 


J 


you or others. Among the hua- 
dreds who attend our Sunday 
School, are those who have at- 
tended nearly every other con- 


“January 22, 1935 
“Rev. W. H. Bisberry 
Dallas, Texas 
“‘Dear Brother Elsberry: 
“I appreciated your letter of 


January 14th, calling attention 
to the fact that your congrega- 
tion also uses only the Bible in 
Sunday School, that thé Scofield 
Memorial Church and other con- 
gregations in Dallas likewise us? 
the Bible itself instead of Sun- 
day School quarterlies. 


“I am sure you are right in 
this statement, and it gives great 
joy to me to know that other 
congregations are using the Bible 
itself instead of the hop, skip 
and jump literature, often mod- 


gregation in Dallas. They join 
me in the frank statement that 
we believe there is no other 
Sunbray School like this in Dallas. 
But we know many others are 
doing great good and we bid 
them God’s speed. 

‘With best wishes for the 
blessings of God wpon you per- 
sonally, and upon your family 
and your congregation and work 
during «the year 1935, I am 

“Your brother in Christ, 
(Signed) John R. Rice.” 


DR. McCONNELL 


(Continued from page 1) 


ernistic, and always inefficient 
and inadequate. I am certain that 
no one ever gets a good know)l- 
edge of the Bible by the study 
of Sunday School quarterlies. I 
am glad your church, and the 
fine Scofield Memorial Church 
under Dr. Roper, and other con- 
gregations use the Bible only. 


“However, I did not mean to 
say that it was only in the mat- 
ter of using the Bible in Sunday 
School that our church was dif- 
ferent from yours and others. I 
do not desire to make compnri- 
sons in a critical or unbrotherlv 
spirit, but If am sure you will 
admit that there are a nintiver 
of vital di*ferences in the teach- 
ings of yorr church and Sunday 
School, and the teachings one re- 
ceives in our church and Sunday 
School. For instance, our church 
teaches that one who believes in 


Christ is then born of God 
and shall not come into 
condemnation and will never 
perish. That is taught in 


while your chureh and Sunday 


lieve the book ought not to Db 
‘commended at all. I have review- 
ed it rather carefully, and with 
great concern. In my judgment 
it is thoroughly misleading on 
the matter of the inspiration of! 
| the Bible. With the official sanc- 
tion of the Sunday School Board 
‘and Southern Baptist leaders, 
| in the hands of thousands 


and 
_of immature young minds, I feel 
the book will do utmost harm. 
| No young person who takes the 
| book at face value will believe 
|that thé Bible is really the in- 
fallibly inspired Word of God. 


“I believe, and respectfully 
urge upon you, that there are 
enough of you honest, Bible-be- 
lieving Baptists in important 
official positions in the denomi- 
nation to have that book with- 
drawn or dropped from the Sun- 
day School Board. Ht would be 
impossible to re-write it withou’' 
entirely changing the viewpoint 
of the author, which seems un- 


School teaches that if a Christian | 
does not hold out faithfully and | 
do good works, he is likelv to} 
lose his s*lvation. This, at least, | 
is what I have understood you to | 
say on several occasions. | 


“In another matter there is 4 
great difference in our church. 
and yours and in our Sundav) 
School and vours. We have no| 
women preachers and you have. | 
We do not allow a woman in our! 
Sunday Sctiool to teach: a class | 
of men or young men, not even 
a mixed class including men and 
womeh, or young men and young | 
women. Following the clear 
teaching of the Bible, I ean say 
with Paul, ‘I suffer not a woman 
to teach, nor to usurp authority 
over the man, but to be in 
silence.’ T do not mean any un- 
kind criticism in stating 


these | 


facts. I am simply proving that | 
mv Sundav School is not like| 
other Sunday Schools and my'| 


chureh is not like other churches. 
Ou many other matters, of 
course, we thoroughly agree, and 
IT.am happy to believe that vou. 
with a great many other pastors 
and churches in Dallas. believe 
in the inspiration of the Bible, 
the deitv of Christ, the blood 
atonement, etc. 

“Ooncerning the Scofield Me- 
morial Church, I must say that 
I am not as thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with their methods as I should 
like to be, but I have for them 
a very high regard and a feel- 


,ought to take the 


doubt 


‘likely in a man of his position 


and years. Therefore the book 
ought to be dropped by the Sun- 
Gay School Board. In my honest 
judgment, the Board should pre- 
sent a statement that will dis- 
credit the teaching of the book 
and as far as possible, stop the 
herm it is doing. I am certain 
in my own heart that you good 
men in responsible positions in 
the denomination, and of un- 
questioned loyalty to the denomi- 
national program and leadership. 
lead in that 
matter, without waiting for Fun- 
damentalists and all those who 
believe in verbal inspiration to 
attack the book, as _ inevitably 
they must. May the dear Lord 
give you wisdom to see the nead 
of this plain stand. [I have-no 
He will give courage ‘*o 
do what you feel you ought to 
do about it. 


“I call your attention to the 
fact that the attitude of Dr. 
Weatherspoon in this book, which 
attitude you rightfully condemn, 
is exactly the same as that cf 
Dr. Powhattan W. James in a 
leading article in “The Teacher’ 
put out by the Sunday Schoo! 
Board entitled ‘Meet Dr. Luke’. 
The article by Dr. James was 
printed in ‘The Teacher’ for 
January, 1931, I believe. I ‘e- 
viewed it in the Fundamentalist. 

“Again expressing my gratitude 
that you dissented from the po- 
sition of the book; and warned 
petple about this tendency, I am 


ing of brotherhood. I am sure 
that Brother Roper and I have 


“Your brother in Christ, 
(Signed) “John R. Rice.” 


SCRIPTURES THAT PROVE 
LITERAL REIGN OF 
CHRIST ON EARTH 


SECOND SUBJECT 
“The Scriptures teach that 
Christ. will establish a literal 
throne in Jerusalem, and will 


reign over the whole earth for 

a period of one thousand years.” 

Some Scriptures used by John R. 
Rice in ‘the affirmative of 

Rice-Oliphant Debate. 

I. THE THRONE OF DAVID’S 
KINGDOM WILL BE ESTAB- 
LISHED FOREVER, IN THE 
FUTURE, BY JESUS CHRIST, 
DAVID’S SON. 

1. If Samuel 7:8-17. 
2. 89th Psalm, 

20-87. 

8. Luke 1:30-82. 


Il. SCRIPTURES THAT SHOW 
A KINGDOM OVER ISRAEL 
REGATHERED .TO THBIR 
OWN LAND WITH CHRIST 
REIGNING AT JERUSALEM. 
1. Isaiah 11:1-12. 

2. Jeremiah 23:3-8. 

8. Jeremiah 33:14-17. 

4. Ezekiel 37:21-28. 

5. Micah 4:1-8. 

6. Zachariah 14:1-9. 

Notice in the above Scriptures 
that Christ will reign “in the 


(Continued on page 4) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


— 
SCRIPTURES THAT PROVE 
(Continued from page 3) 


land,” “in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel,” and “‘on 
earth.”” Notice also that the 
events mentioned in connection 
with that reign have not yet hap- 
pened. For instance, notice uni- 
versal righteousness, animal na- 
ture changed, the cleaving of the 

Mount of Olives in two and the 

regathering of Israel out of every 

country to Palestine. 

Ill SCRIPTURES THAT EX- 
PRESSLY STATE THAT 
CHRIST WILL SIT ON His 
THRONE AND RBIGN AT 
SECOND COMING INSTRBAD 
OF NOW. 

1. Zechariah 14:1-9., 
2. Revelation 2:25-28. 
3. Matthew 25:31. 

4. Il Timothy 4:1. 

>. 


Revelation, chapters 19 and 


20 tovether. 
LV. 


SCRIPTURES .THAT SHOW 
SAINTS WILL REIGN WITH 
CHRIST AT 


Imke 19:17 and 
ruled, certainly, 


2. Note also 
19. Servants 


AFTER LORD'S RETURN. 
V. OPHER ARGUMENTS. 


1. Acts 1: 
kingdom 
the 


7-8. Restoration of 
to Israel expected 
apostles, not denied by 
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HIS SECOND) 


COMING. . 

1. Revelation 3:21, Revelation. 
5:10, Revelation 20:4, 6 to- 
gether. 


ee a 


Jesus, but reminded the time 
kept secret. But the time of Pen- 
tecost was plainly foretold to 
come “not many days hence.”’ 


[THE WORLD TO COME. SO 
HAS HE IN OTHER PROTES- 
TANT COMMUNITIES IN THIS 
CLOUDY AND DARK DAY. 


2. Revelation 20 goes with, They call themselves branches of 


Revelation 19. Thousand years 
mentioned six times. No other 
explanation of a thousand years 
given in Bible. It is on the earth, 
after Second Coming, Saints 
reigning with Christ, (in con- 
nection with Revelation 5:10) on 
earth, 


Rice-Oliphant debate, $1.00 a 
copy if ordered now. Order from 
John R. Rice, 201 East Tenth 


Christ’s church: I wonder where 
the stem is! In their own esteem 
they are but branches. Now, the 
Bible knows neither the word nor 
the thing, branch church. I pre- 
sume, when I was a Presby- 
terian, nay, indeed, I recollect 
perfectly well, that I used to 
look ‘over my church as the al- 
most exclusive boundary of the 
elect. Salvation was of us, and a 


| few like us, But since I became 


Street or leave order at church a man, I have put away childish 


office. Book will be mailed, post- | 


paid, as soon as off the press, 
by agreement with Dr. Showalter 
and Dr. Oliphant. 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 


ever said or written on this sub- 


| ject ! Mr. Campbell did not be- 
lieve baptism was absolutely es- 
sential to salvation in all cases 


and said that his writings and 
speaking on that had always been 
constantly against that position. 

Mr. Campbell thought that his 
followers would soon get away 
from such a teaching and live 
down that accusation, like Bap- 
tists did. He did not know that 
Brother Oliphant would go back 
on his teachings and the teach- 
ings of the Bible and affirm that 


baptism was essential to salva- 
tion. 
Again in Mr. Campbell’s fifth! 


address in the same debate, page 
496, he went to particular pains 
to say that many unbaptized 
Presbyterians were truly saved. 
And not only was that true about 
Presbyterians, but among all the 
Pedo-baptists “pbranches.’’ He 
said, 
among them all,” but let me 
give you his entire passage. 


MANY UNBAPTIZED PRESBY- 
TE 
BAPTISTS SAVED, SAYS ALE 
ANDER. CAMPBELL. 

“Tt seems as if Mr. Rice had 
found a most delicious theme, in 
my alledged illiberality. He glo- 
ries in an assumed liberality. I 
desire no invidious comparisons. 
Still I hesitate not to say, that, ; 
truly and sincerely, on the prop-; 
er meaning of the word, were 
our respective views, feelings, 
and actions thoroughly disected, 
I am incomparably more liberal 
than he: for I SUPPOSE THERE 
ARE MANY CONSCIENTIOUS. 
RELIGIOUS MORAL AND 
CHRISTIAN PRESBYTERIANS; 
AND THAT, ALTHOUGH OUR 
SAVIOUR HAS NO PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH IN HEAVEN, 
OR EARTH, YET I DOUBT NOT 
BUT THAT HE HAS HAD 
MANY, VERY MANY, THAT 
LOVED AND HONORED HIM 
IN THAT WORLDLY CHURCH, 
WHOM HE WILL HONOR IN 
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en ERTIES West Jefferson : 


“T can find Christian people. 


things. I thank my Lord that my 
charities extend far beyond the 
contents of that little book Iy- 
ing on the table (pointing to the 
constitution of the Presbyterian 
church.) YES. SER, WHILE I 
GO FOR ONLY ONE TRUE 
CA THOLIC, APOSTOLIO 
OHURCH, AND WHILE [ CAN- 
NOT FIND IT IN ANY OF 
THESE PEDO-BAPTIAT 


‘BRANCHES’ I CAN FIND 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE AMONG 
THEM ALL! There is as much 


truth as wit in the sayinz— 
there are christians without a 
church, and there is a church 
without christians.’”’ 


I agree here with Mr. Camp- 
bell that their is only one church. 
That is not any human sect or 
denomination but that church or 
body, the called out assembly 


which Jesus will ‘catch up to meet ; 


Him in the air, the spirits of 
just men made perfect which will 
be gathered at. the new Jeru- 
salem at the rapture (Heb. 12: 
22, 23). And I agree that people 
of whatever sect or denomina- 
tion, or those in none, who are 
sincere ‘“Spenitent believers’ are 
saved and will be honored of 
God in the world to come. 


ANOTHER STATEMENT FROM 


— 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL THAT 


. BAPTISM IS NOT ESSENTIAL 
RIANS AND OTHER pEpo-| Bs SALVATION. 


In the Millenial Harbinger of 
the new series, Volume 1. pages 
411 to 413, Mr. Campbell took 
up this question in detail as to 
whether baptism was essential 
to salvation. 
. in oF igi to the question of a 
good woman, Mr. Campbell 
‘taught that there are certainly 
Christians among the sects, in- 
cluding some who had not been 
baptized. his passage is quoted 
by Mr. Rice in the Campbell- 
Rice Debate, page 517, and 
frankly. acknowledged by Mr. 
Campbell in the same debate, 
(page 519). Mr. Campbell says 
in that Millennial Harbinger, 
article, quoted on page 517 of 
the Campbell-Rice Debate: 

‘* ‘In reply to this conscientious 
sister, I observe, that if there be 
no Christians in the Protestant 
sects, there are certainly ‘ none 
among the Romanists, none 
among the Jews, Turks, pagans; 
and therefore no christians im 
the world except ourselves, or 


such of us as keep, or strive tO; q¥smM ABSOLUTELY 


keep, all the commandments of 
Jesus. Therefore, for many cen- 
turies there has been no church 
of COhrist, no christians in the 
world; and the promises con- 
cerning the everlasting kingdom 
of Messiah have failed, and the 
gates of hell have prevailed 
against His church! This cannot 
be; and therefore there are 
christians among the secté.. 
“But who is a Ohristian? I 
answer, every one that believes 
in his heart that Jesus of Naz- 
areth is the Messiah, the Son of 
God; repents of his sins, and 
obeys Him in all things accord- 
ing to his measure of knowledge 


of His will. * * * 

“IT cannot therefore, make any 
one duty the standard of christian 
state or character, not even im- 
mersion into the name of the 
Father,” of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit . she 

In the passage below, Mr. 
Campbell frankly admits. that 
should a Pedo-baptist be more 
spiritually-minded and more de- 
voted to the Lord than one who 
had been properly baptized, he 
would not hesitate to prefer the 
Pedo-baptist in his heart. He says 
that any other position would be 
the position of the Pharisee. 

“* "Should I find a Pedo-baptist 
more intelligent in the christian 
Scriptures, more spiritually-mind- 
ed and more devoted to the Lord 
than a Baptist, or one immersed 
on a profession of the ancient faith 
I could not hesitate a moment in 
giving the preference of my heart 
to him*that loveth most. Did I 
act otherwise, I would be a 
pure sectarian, a pharisee among 
christians. Still I will be asked, 
how do I know that any one 
loves my Master but by his 
obedience to His commandments? 
I answer, in no other way. But 
mark, I do not substitute obe- 
dience to one commandment, for 
universal, or even for general 
obedience. And should I see a 
sectarian Baptist or a Pedo-bap- 
tist more spiritually-minded, more 


generally conformed to the 
requisitions of the Messiah, than 
one who precisely acquiesces 


with me in the theory or practice 
of immersion as I teach, doubt- 
less the former rather than the 
latter, would have my cordial 
approbation and love as-.a chris- 
tian. So I judge, and so I feel. 
It is the image of Christ the 
christian looks for and _ Iloves; 
and this does not consist in be- 
ing exact in a few items, but in| 
| general devotion to the _ whole 
truth as far as known.’” 

How far that is from the po- 
sition of Brother Oliphant and 
many of the present day “Church 
of Christ” sect who affirm that 
even fo a penitent believer bap- 
tism is essential to his salva- 


Writing, evidently,, ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL TO 


tion! 


“1 DO MAKE BAPTISM 


NOT 


SALVATION IN ANY CASE” 

In the Gampbell-Rice Debate, ; 
Mr. Rice brought up the above 
question from Mr. Campbell and 
as I have said, in his next speech, 
page 519 of the same book, Mr. 
Campbell freely admitted 
that was his position. Then Mr. 
Campbell says: 

“The question, then, arises: Is 
the Bible necessary to salvation, 
or the promulgation of the truths 
in it? Mr. Rice says, Yes. Well, 
then, let him reconcile this con-| 
tingency first, before he demands 
of me to reconcile the one he 


that 


j 


has feigned on baptism. I say 
feigned; for while I have given 
him a real difficulty, on his 
principles, his is but a feigned 
difficulty on my principles. BE- 
CAUSE I DO NOT MAKE BAP- 
ESSENTI- 
AL TO SALVATION IN ANY 
CASE, while he 
knowledge of Christ absolutely 
hecessary in all cases. 


makes the Bg) Chi Balas 


Mr. Campbell plainly says that 
he did not make baptism abso- 
lutely essential to salvation “IN 

ANY CASE.” But Brother Oli- 
phant affirmed that baptism is 
essential to salvation, even to 
the penitent believer. 


I do not take Alexander Camp- 
bell as an authoritv, nor any 
other man as authority. I take 
the Word of God. I have used 
these qtrotations from Alexander 
Campbell to show two things. 
One is, that that great man, 
greatly respected for his learn- 
ing and piety, whatever mistakes 
he sometimes made, certainly 
understood that baptism was not 
absolutely essential to salvation. 
The other reason I have used 
these quotations from Alexander 
Campbell, is that I want “Church 
of Christ’ people everywhere to 
know that their present day 
teachers and ministers have far 
departed from the original in- 
tent of the restoration movement. 
Instead of believing that all who 
truly with their whole heart have 
repented -and trusted Christ for 
salvation are saved, they have 
taken the narrow, sectarian view, 
the formal,- ceremonial view, 
that man cannot be saved with- 
out a certain number of ‘external 
acts and works of righteousness. 
In this, they not only go con- 
trary to the Word of God, but 
they miss the spirit of Alexander 
Campbell as well. Following the 
tendency of all religious move- 
ments, “‘Churches of Christ” have 
fallen more and more into cere- 
monial form and legalism in- 
stead of depending simply on the 
blood of Jesus Christ for salva- 
tion to the penitent believer. 
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